Orbital plasma cell myeloma is a rare condition. In a review of 222 intraorbital tumours, Forrest (1949) found only one case, and Offret (I951) reported two cases in a series of 676 orbital tumours. Clarke (I 953) emphasized the differentiation between the plasma cell myeloma of myelomatosis and the benign plasma cell tumour produced by chronic inflammation. The present report concerns a case presenting with orbital and neurological signs and complicated by renal failure.
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Case report A 59-year-old housewife complained of drooping of the left upper eyelid for 6 months, accompanied by tingling on the left side of the jaw. She felt rather tired.
Examination
There was ptosis of the left upper eyelid through which a hard and craggy mass was palpable (Fig. i) The histology of the orbital tissue showed fat and fibrous tissue infiltrated by myeloma (Fig. 2) 
Discussion
A case is reported of a rare orbital tumour. Attention is drawn to the danger of precipitating acute renal failure in this condition by administering a general anaesthetic. The dehydration before anaesthesia is thought to be responsible (Black, I97I) . It is postulated that the fifth nerve disturbance was due to involvement of the greater wing of the sphenoid around the foramen ovale through which its mandibular division passes (d'Eramo and Levi, 1972 
